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King George was a Larrakia leader whose son was appropriately known as “Prince of Wales”. In his judgement, Mansfield (Risk v Northern Territory of Australia [2006] FCA 404: 2006) mentions one leadership role of King George:

 (Para 287) On 24 March 1936, an article in the Northern Standard reported on a meeting called by King George of the ‘once great tribe of Larrakeyahs’ which was attended by the ‘old men of the tribe … [and] the Acting Superintendent’.  The author of the article, who was invited, also attended the meeting.  The article stated:

‘King George pointed out that they had heard reports that the Government intended to shift the present compound to some point inland to make way for more Myilly Point residences. 

“The Larrakeyah people are a salt water tribe and would not be prepared to live away from the sea”, said King George.  “This is all the country we have left, and the Government should leave us on it. 

(Para 288) Acting Chief Protector of Aborigines, W B Kirkland responded to this article in the Northern Standard by a letter to the Administrator of the Northern Territory, dated 17 June 1936.  The Larrakia people’s concerns were dismissed by Kirkland as being ‘more imaginary than real’.  He further said about the Larrakia people:
‘The remnants of this tribe have long concentrated in the precincts of Darwin which, with adjoining coastal belts terminating in the regions of Point Charles and East Point respectively, comprised their former tribal territory.  Of late years most of the surviving members have been permanent residents at the Kahlin Compound.  Any problems which might beset the removal of the Compound to another site are rendered comparatively easy when viewed solely in relation to the Larrakeyah tribe.’

(Para 289) Kirkland assured the Administrator that the site selected for the new compound [Bagot Reserve] was ‘definitely situated in Larrakeyah territory and thus would provide for them a camping ground in their tribal area, proximity to centres of totemic and ceremonial significance’.  In relation to concerns about the ‘intrusion of neighbouring tribes into their domain’, Kirkland stated that this did not ‘introduce a basis of objection’, since 
‘for many years past the Larrakeyah tribesmen have fraternised and intermarried with their neighbours, the Wargites, and they claim close kinship with the Woolner group who are their near neighbours on the Darwin side.  It is anticipated that the Woolner, Wargite and Larrakeyah people will comprise the majority of the population in the new Compound.’

The new compound was to be known as Bagot Aboriginal Reserve, and extended from Ludmilla Creek to Totem Road, and from Bagot Road to the sea, until a large proportion was revoked in 1965, including the burial ground on Totem Road.
 Aboriginal Land Rights Commissioner Woodward (1974:55-64) documented the history of Bagot Reserve in nine pages of his final report. In 1977, Federal Cabinet papers cite this historical fact as a reason for granting the Kulaluk lease:

6. The immediate group of Larrakia people and their close relations is small, numbering only some 20 people, but Aboriginal visitors to Darwin camp in the area. In 1962 the then Government reduced the only Aboriginal reserve in Darwin – Bagot – from 640 to 57 acres to provide for urban development. The Aboriginal Land Rights Commissioner noted that the Kulaluk claim would partly compensate for this...

During these years, “full-blood” Aborigines were listed as Wards of the State and “part-Aborigines” were generally not included in census figures of the Aboriginal population, thus accounting for the low numbers usually given in government records of surviving Larrakia.
Nadpur, also known as Fred Waters, was a Larrakia leader of the 1951 Aboriginal strikes in Darwin. The government imprisoned one leader, Lawrence, and exiled Nadpur to the desert community of Haasts Bluff, resulting in an avalanche of protest letters from trade unions around Australia. It appears that Nadpur was also concerned for the survival of the Larrakia tribe. His solution was said to incorporate neighbouring groups who had intermarried with Larrakia and shared many cultural commonalities. A Larrakia genealogy prepared in 1973 notes: “Selma [Thelma] says: ‘When the Woolner, Minija and Larrakia tribes were almost gone, Fred Waters (an elder) said we would be together.’ This is emphasised – Woolner, Minija, Larrakia – one people.”

In his book, “A Drop of Rough Ted”, Ted Egan reports:

I was in Darwin when Prince of Wales was given his name. The local Darwin tribe, the Larrakia, were in danger of dying out and there was a move by a couple of old blokes, principally Fred Waters (who incidentally led the first Aboriginal strike in Darwin in 1951) to rebuild the strength of the tribe. They initiated quite a few young men, and it was old Fred’s hope to round up the many unattached young fellows in Darwin and make them honorary Larrakia. He collected quite a lot of money to defray expenses, and planned to set Prince up as the new “King”. Hence the name. Tribal politics were not for the irrepressible Prince, however and in all the time I have known him he has just drifted along, always having a bit of a laugh, never taking things too seriously, ever ready to negotiate a loan. Long live the Prince of Wales.

While Ted Egan and his celebrated yarns cannot be regarded as a reliable source, his memory of Fred Waters’ planned expansion of the Larrakia tribe appears to be supported by the note on the 1973 family tree. 

� When the bushland areas of the Reserve were revoked, it was not apparently considered necessary to afford the Bagot burial ground protection as a registered Aboriginal site. In 2009 the burial ground was included in a “Non Lapsing Caveat” granted to Gwelo Investments by the Gwalwa Daraniki Association. In 2014 a further 2.5ha was cleared by Dragon Lady Pty Ltd.


� National Archives of Australia, Submission No. 1828: Kulaluk Land Claim, Darwin – Decision 4367 (GA) and 4367 (GA) Amended, Series A12909, Control symbol 1828, Barcode 8911869, page 7


� ‘Gwalwa Daraniki, Series of correspondence’, Series Number A4252, control symbol 33, National Archives of Australia, Canberra. Pp. 73-78 (Available on NAA website Record Search).








